








 

 

Date: 30
th
 Nissan, 5765        Case no. 4112/03 1 

May 9, 2005 2 
 3 

Military Court – Judea 4 
 5 

Before Hon. Presiding Judge: Major Yair Tirosh 6 
         Judge: Major Dalia Kaufman 7 
         Judge:  Major Michael Ben-David 8 
 9 
The Military Prosecution 10 
(Represented by First Lt. Rani Amar) 11 

vs. 12 
 13 

Defendant: Majdi Barakat Abd al-Ghafar Za’atari I.D. 035783490/ Israeli Prison Service – present 14 
(Represented by counsel, Attorney Iliya Theodori – present) 15 

 16 
Sentence 17 

 18 
The Defendant was convicted, according to his own admission in front of us, on 28 different counts. The 19 
harshest, most severe of them are 23 counts involving intentionally causing death at a bombing on Bus 20 
no. 2 in Jerusalem on 8/19/03. 21 
 22 
The full details of the event are mentioned in the indictment, admitted by the Defendant in front of us 23 
today. The main facts regarding the attack on Bus no. 2 are as follows: 24 
 25 
About a week and a half prior to the attack, the Defendant took a tour of Jerusalem together with Nassim 26 
Za’atari, his commander in the military wing of Hamas, in order to find a suitable location to carry out a 27 
suicide attack. The two noticed an Egged bus no. 2 and decided that the bombing would take place on this 28 
line, that arrives at the bus stop next to the Novotel Hotel, which is packed with travelers and has no 29 
security. 30 
 31 
The Defendant recruited Abdullah Adnan Yihya Sharibati to drive the suicide bomber and assist in 32 
collecting information. 33 
 34 
The Defendant and Nassim Za’atari went to Hebron to meet with Ahmed Bader, their commanding 35 
officer in the military wing of Hamas. Ahmed Bader told them that he would send a suicide bomber on 36 
8/19/03, and that they should pick him up from the mosque in Abu Dis. Nassim Za’atari asked Ahmed 37 
Bader [to ensure] that the suicide bomber wear black pants and a white shirt and carry a skullcap with 38 
him, in order to impersonate an Orthodox Jew. 39 
 40 
On the morning of the attack, the suicide bomber, Ra’ad Misk, was sent by Ahmed Bader to Abu Dis, 41 
where he was picked up by the Defendant and Abdullah Sharibati. Nissim Za’atari went to get the 42 
explosive belt and told the Defendant that he had hidden the explosive belt at the Defendant’s parents’ 43 
house. Nassim Za’atari also explained 44 
 45 
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Date: 30 Nissan, 5765      Case no. 4112/03 1 
 May 9, 2005 2 
 3 
to the suicide bomber how to activate the explosive belt, while explaining to the Defendant how to attach 4 
the batteries to the explosive belt. 5 
 6 
At approximately 8:30 p.m., the Defendant and Abdullah Sharibati picked up the suicide bomber and 7 
drove him to the bus stop next to the Novotel Hotel. Around  9:10 p.m., Ra’ad Misk boarded Bus no. 2 8 
that was fully packed with men, women and children. The suicide bomber blew himself up inside the bus, 9 
snuffing out the lives of 23 innocent people. 10 
 11 
In addition to the counts of indictment for causing the death of 23 people, the Defendant was convicted of 12 
two attempts of intentionally causing death: One, for an attempt to dispatch a suicide bomber during May 13 
2003, an event that ended when the suicide bomber blew himself up in an open space while fleeing from 14 
IDF soldiers. The second count of the indictment attributes to the Defendant the attempted intentional 15 
killing of the rest of the passengers on Bus no. 2, for whom the attempt resulted in some 120 wounded, 16 
with various degrees of injuries. 17 
 18 
In addition, we have convicted the Defendant of membership in the military wing of Hamas, which is an 19 
unlawful association, of maliciously causing damage to property due to the damage incurred to the Egged 20 
Company’s bus that was damaged in the suicide attack, and of harming regional security, due to his 21 
actions following the execution of the Bus no. 2 bombing, which included preparations for executing 22 
another suicide attack on Bus no. 15. 23 
 24 
His actions speak for themselves, and the Defendant refused to say anything about his actions as he stood 25 
here today, in front of this court. As for his sentencing, there is no need to waste any words in his case: 26 
The only punishment that he deserves is one that will remove him permanently from human society. 27 
 28 
Therefore, we sentence the Defendant with the following punishments: 29 

1. For the murder of Tova Lev, of blessed memory – life sentence 30 
2. For the murder of Rahel Weitz, of blessed memory – life sentence 31 
3. For the murder of Tehilla Nathanson, of blessed memory – life sentence 32 
4. For the murder of Miriam Eisenstein, of blessed memory – life sentence 33 
5. For the murder of Shmuel Wilner, of blessed memory – life sentence 34 
6. For the murder of Menachem Leibel, of blessed memory – life sentence 35 
7. For the murder of Mordechai Shalom Reinitz, of blessed memory – life sentence 36 
8. For the murder of Hanoch Segal, of blessed memory – life sentence 37 
9. For the murder of Eli-Shmuel Zarkovsky, of blessed memory – life sentence 38 
10. For the murder of Elisheva Meshulami, of blessed memory – life sentence 39 

 

[stamp:] Correct copy  

[stamp:] Military Appeals Court — Judea and Samaria  [signature]  

[stamp:] District officer, Netanya. 9338 [signature]  

[stamp:] 4584482. Major Elinor Barazani, District Officer, Netanya 

 40 
L_C180952 41 

42 



 

 

Date: 30 Nissan, 5765        Case no. 4112/03 1 
May 9, 2005 2 
 3 

11. For the murder of Yaakov Issachar Dov Binder, of blessed memory – life sentence  4 
12. For the murder of Nechama Chava Rechnitzer, of blessed memory – life sentence 5 
13. For the murder of Liba Schwartz, of blessed memory – life sentence 6 
14. For the murder of Golda Zarkovsky, of blessed memory – life sentence 7 
15. For the murder of Faiga Dushinski, of blessed memory – life sentence 8 
16. For the murder of Eliezer Weisfish, of blessed memory – life sentence 9 
17. For the murder of Lilach Kardi, of blessed memory – life sentence 10 
18. For the murder of Antonia Reslas, of blessed memory – life sentence 11 
19. For the murder of Binyamin Bergman, of blessed memory – life sentence 12 
20. For the murder of Avraham Bar-Or, of blessed memory – life sentence 13 
21. For the murder of Shmuel Zargari, of blessed memory – life sentence 14 
22. For the murder of Mordechai Laufer, of blessed memory – life sentence 15 
23. For the murder of Dov Issachar Reinitz, of blessed memory – life sentence 16 
24. For all the remaining offences of which he was convicted – 50 years in prison 17 

 18 
In total, the Defendant must serve 23 life sentences in addition to fifty years. All terms of imprisonment 19 
shall be served consecutively.  20 
 21 
Right to appeal within 30 days from today. 22 
 23 
Handed down and announced today, 05/09/2005, publicly and in the presence of the parties. 24 
 25 
 26 
[signature]   [signature]   [signature] 27 
Judge    Presiding Judge   Judge 28 
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