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Date: February 15, 2005                                         Case no.: 1480/03 

Military Court – Judea 

 

Appearing before the honorable Presiding Judge: Lieutenant Colonel Zvi Lakach 

                                     Judge: Major Menachem Lieberman 

                                     Judge: Major Adrian Agassi 

 

The Military Prosecution 

(Represented by First lieutenant Mark Koval) 

vs. 

 

The Defendant: Muaz Wael Taleb Abu Sharakh ID 906313275 / Prison Service 

(Represented by counsel, Attorneys Anwar Abu Omar and Araj)  

________________________________________________________ 

 

Reasons for Sentencing 

 

Based on his admission of guilt, the defendant was convicted of activities on behalf of Hamas, in which 

he carried out two fatal attacks. In the first, the defendant took part in a shooting attack that was executed 

on July 12, 2001 and caused the death of one person, whereas in the second, it was the defendant who 

recruited and was an accomplice in sending the suicide bomber to bus line 17 in the city of Haifa on 

March 5, 2003, who exploded himself and caused the death of seventeen Israelis and the injury of many 

others. 

 

The Military Prosecution claimed that the defendant should be sentenced to a punishment of life 

imprisonment for each one of his victims and an additional life imprisonment for the remaining counts. 

 

The defense attorney claimed there is no justification to sentence the defendant to life imprisonment and 

he argues that the defendant responded in fury for what was happening to his people, and the way to 

prevent this in the future is by way of education and not by imposing “crazy” punishments. 

 

The defendant in his last word noted that he is a man of peace and that he belongs to a religion of peace, 

however, in the same breath he added that he does not regret his actions and that they are caused by the 

occupation, and the acts of opposition will continue as long as Jerusalem and the remaining lands 

belonging to the Palestinians are not liberated. 

 

We are unable to accept the defense’s claims. It is not acceptable to hold the stick at both ends and say 

that the defendant is also a man of peace, and on the other hand also a man of war. These things are not 

consistent with each other, and certainly the murderous actions of the defendant are not consistent with 

the claim that he is a man of peace.  

 

The defendant has proven with his actions that he is a man who acted in a consistent way to cause death 

to Israelis whoever they may be. The defendant was motivated by blind hate towards Israelis, and his 

actions are those of criminal murderous acts according to all legal criteria and there can be no defense for 

them at all. 

 

It is not necessary to deliberate too much about the defendant, because his actions show that he deserves 

the most severe punishment that the court is authorized to sentence. The defendant has proven by his 

actions and his last words that he does not deserve to walk freely in civilized human society, and therefore 

he must be removed from it permanently. 
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Date: February 15, 2005                                             Case no.: 1480/03 

Therefore we sentence the defendant to the following punishments: 

a. For killing David Cohen of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

b. For killing Kamar Abu Hamed of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

c. For killing Elizabeth Katzman of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

d. For killing Anatoly Biryakov of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

e. For killing Daniel Haroush of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

f. For killing Mordechai Hershko of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

g. For killing Tom Hershko of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

h. For killing Mark Takash of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

i. For killing Meital Katav of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

j. For killing First Sergeant Eliyahu Laham of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

k. For killing Abigail Litle of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

l. For killing Yuval Mendelevitch of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

m. For killing First Sergeant Be’eri Ovad of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

n. For killing Miriam Atar of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

o. For killing Smadar Firstatter of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

p. For killing Asaf Tzur of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

q. For killing Tal Kehrmann of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

r. For killing Moran Shushan of blessed memory life imprisonment. 

s. For the remaining crimes of which he was convicted life imprisonment. 
 

All the punishments will be served consecutively to each other. 

 

Handed down and published today, February 15, 2005, in chambers. 

 

The Court clerk will give copies of the reasons to both parties. 

Right to appeal within 30 days. 

 

[signature]   [signature]   [signature] 

Judge    Presiding Judge  Judge 
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4 Adar 1, 5765 

Military Court – Judea 

 

Appearing before the honorable Presiding Judge: Lieutenant Colonel Zvi Lakach 

                                     Judge: Major Menachem Lieberman 

                                     Judge: Major Adrian Agassi 

 

The Military Prosecution 

(Represented by First lieutenant Rani Amer) 

vs. 

 

The Defendant: Muaz Wael Taleb Abu Sharakh ID 906313275 / Prison Service 

(Represented by counsel, Attorneys Khaled al-Araj and Anwar Abu Omar - Present)  

 

Sentence 

 

After hearing the claims of both parties, and considering all the mitigating and aggravating circumstances, 

we sentence the defendant with nineteen life sentences, to be served consecutively one after the other. 

 

Reasons for sentencing will be given separately. 

 

Right to appeal within 30 days from publication of the reasons. 

 

Handed down and published today, February 13, 2005, in open court and in the presence of both 

parties. 

[signature]   [signature]   [signature] 

Judge    Presiding Judge  Judge 
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Sentence 

Based on his admission of guilt, we convict the defendant of the crimes attributed to him in the 

indictment, which are: 

a. Membership in an illegal organization - in violation of Regulation 85(1)(a) of the Defense 

(Emergency) Regulations, 1945. 

b. Military training - in violation of Regulation 62 of the Defense (Emergency) Regulations, 1945 

(3 counts). 

c. Intentionally causing death - in violation of Section 51 of the Security Orders (Judea and 

Samaria) (378) 5730-1970. (18 counts). 

d. Attempt to intentionally cause death - in violation of Section 51 of the Security Orders and 

Sections 19, 20 of the Order Regarding the Rules of Criminal Liability (Judea and Samaria) (225), 5728-

1968. (3 counts). 

e. Rendering services [for an illegal organization] - in violation of Regulation 85(1)(c) of the 

Defense (Emergency) Regulations, 1945 (2 counts). 

f. Providing refuge - in violation of Section 57 of the Security Orders (Judea and Samaria) (378), 

5730-1970. 

g. Possession of firearms - in violation of Section 53(a) of the Security Orders. 

 

Handed down and published today, February 13, 2005, in open court and in the presence of both 

parties. 

 

[signature]   [signature]   [signature] 

Judge    Presiding Judge  Judge 

 

The Military Prosecution: I present the criminal record. Accepted and noted P/1. 

 

Defense Attorney: No evidence in support of sentencing. 

 

Military Prosecution’s summary: It is not possible to describe in words the severity of the defendant’s 

acts and the terrible outcome that he left behind. From the moment of his recruitment to Hamas, the 

defendant led himself on a road of killing and destruction and bloodshed of innocent people. The 

defendant’s indictment enumerates no less than eighteen dead that the defendant left behind, whether or 

not he caused their deaths with his own hands or by way of his agents who served as the long arm of the 

defendant. In light of the defendant’s acts, the prosecution requests to impose life sentences on the 

defendant for causing the death of each one of the dead and for the sake of honoring the principle of 

sanctity of life which is expressed not only by upholding the dead’s honor, but also in maintaining the 

honor of those who miraculously survived. The prosecution requests to impose on the defendant a 

punishment of consecutive life sentences for the repeated attempts to cut off lives of additional people. In 

total, the prosecution requests to impose on the defendant nineteen consecutive life sentences. 

 

Defense attorney’s summary: It has been agreed between my associate counsel Abu Omar and I that I 

should speak. The sanctity of life, this beautiful sentence  many pages are needed in order to explain 

this sentence and in order to explain which interpretations are behind this word however, the question 

always remains what is the meaning of life. I do not want to delve deeply into this but my client answered 

this question long ago and did not accept that life is only eating and drinking. But he saw in the sanctity 

of life other meanings which were withheld from them since he was born, such as the meaning of freedom 

which is impossible to explain 
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with food, and also the meaning of life. My client searched for life like all the people in this world. He 

wanted to live in freedom and security for his life and his home and his brothers and all that is connected 

to him in this world. Since he started to notice and know the meaning of life, he clashed with the idea that 

he is prohibited, that there is a list of forbidden things, which are in his way. Therefore, he became 

enraged at these forbidden things. The question always was why us. Why must we be under an occupation 

which prevents us from living in the general meaning of living. Therefore he was in a rage, and he reacted 

angrily, and he was upset and bitter about this bitter reality. Likewise he understood that the rage about 

this reality and fighting against all these forbidden things is legal on two levels. On the international level, 

as a result of the laws which decide and permit the legitimacy to fight against the occupation and also, the 

supreme religion, and all the books which descended from Heaven, also decided the fight against the 

discrimination and against all this occupation. Therefore, he decided to fight against this reality. We must 

ask what causes a young man like this who is still young to do such things and go on this path. Is it a 

hobby of killing and bloodshed and the answer is not at all. He was not a murderer and also was not born 

a murderer but his reality pushed him to do it. I ask if life imprisonment or some other punishment that is 

crazier than life imprisonment, if all this imprisonment will return life to all those that were killed in this 

attack, Let me say this even more extreme, that if we would assume that the murder of my client returns 

life to each one of them, the answer is no. If we believed in sanctity of life and act to preserve it, we 

should have had more courage and prevented this young man from continuing on this path and not in 

prison and not murder, but to persuade him that this path is not right. This persuasion comes in one way, 

not that he was persuaded but that all the reasons that caused him to go on this path disappeared. The 

answer is clear, let us live as others live and he would be the first to defend the idea not to murder. But let 

him live.  

 

Defendant’s last word: I add to the defense attorney’s words and emphasize that we are not murderers but 

we are messengers of peace and the religion of peace, we do not love blood and murder and we 

emphasize this. I have a degree in civil engineering and my life is ahead of me, but you, a country of 

occupation, prevented from me this life, therefore we had to oppose the occupation and defend myself and 

my people. As long as there is occupation there must be opposition. I do not regret what I did. The land of 

Palestine will be liberated and I tell you and stress that the prison will not be closed before prisoners of 

Palestine. We will go out and continue on the path of Jihad and opposition until we liberate Jerusalem and 

all the land of Palestine and drive away those who occupied our land. Therefore, even though my acts are 

legal according to heavenly religion, I defended myself, my land and my people. I request that I and all 

my brothers who oppose [the occupation] who are in all the Israeli prisons be released.  
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