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Israel Police 

The National Headquarters 
Policing and Security Division 
Bomb Laboratories Section 
National Headquarters Branch 
Telephone 02-5308987/8   
Drafting date: 
Printing date: July 28, 2002 
Case ZB/ 23 – 00908/02 

Expert Opinion 
Reference: the Evidence Ordinance [New Version], 5731-1971. 

Name of the expert: Igor Peckerman 
His address: The National Headquarters / Bomb Disposal Department, Jerusalem. 
 
I, the undersigned, have been requested by: Zion police station to express my professional opinion on the 
following question: examination of exhibits in an investigation that was conducted by the police unit: 
Jerusalem Minorities, Case No: Detailed Incident 01512/02. 
 
I express this expert opinion instead of testifying in court and hereby declare that I am well aware, that for the 
purposes of penal law concerning perjury, this expert opinion, when signed by me, shall be considered as 
sworn evidence given in a court of law. 
 
The details of my education are: 
1) Graduate of a bomb disposal course in the Israel Police in 1987. 
2) Graduate of a course in electricity and electronics for Israel Police bomb disposal technicians in 1990. 
3) Graduate of an explosion supervisor course of the Ministry of Labor in 1994. 
4) Graduate of a senior bomb disposal technicians’ course in the Israel Police in 1996. 
5) Graduate of a bomb laboratory operation team course in 1996. 
6) Graduate of a specialized officers’ course in the Israel Police in 1998. 
7) Graduate of an advanced explosion investigators’ course in the USA in 2000. 
My vocational experience: 
1) Qualified bomb disposal technician in the Israel Police bomb disposal department since 1987. 
2) Advanced bomb disposal technician in the Israel Police bomb disposal department since 1993. 
3) Israel Police bomb laboratory team member since 1996. 
4) Senior bomb disposal technician in the Israel Police bomb disposal department since 1997. 
 
My professional opinion: 
On March 9, 2002, at about 10:40 p.m., I was summoned by the Jerusalem District bomb disposal unit to 
examine the circumstances of an explosion that had occurred at the ‘Moment’ Café located at the intersection 
of Gaza Way and Ben Maimon Street in Jerusalem. At the incident scene I met with Jerusalem District bomb 
disposal officer Chief Superintendent Avi Barda, who led me into the café, where there were bodies of 9 
victims and remains of an additional corpse including the upper body and remains of a leg that were later 
identified as the remains of the body of a terrorist. In the café I noticed many marks of fragmentation impacts 
and crush and blast effects. According to the effects at the incident scene and on the body of the terrorist, the 
epicenter of the explosion was identified at the entrance to the café, several tens of centimeters above the floor. 
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The following exhibits were found at the scene of the incident: 
1. Various pieces of fabric. 
2. Dark blue imitation leather fabric pieces. Some of the outer sides of the pieces had pieces of green-

yellow insulating tape and sticky tape adhered on them. On the inside of some of the pieces, imprint 
marks of nuts were found. 

3. Remains of at least two 9V batteries. 
4. Remains of an electric switch wrapped in green-yellow insulating tape. Electrical wires were found on 

the remains of the switch. 
5. Metal nuts, some of which are adhered to one another and some with traces of glue on them. 
6. Pieces of electrical wires. 
7. A piece of glue. 
 
The exhibits were packed in plastic bags that were marked “I.P. “Moment” March 9, 2002”, were sealed and 
taken for further examination in the bomb laboratory. 
 
On March 11, 2002, exhibits No. 1, 2 and 5 were sent for examination at an analytic laboratory, in five heat 
sealed plastic bags numbered 1-5, marked “I.P ZB 908/02 P 35/02” and packed inside one bag that was heat 
sealed and marked in the same manner. 
 
On March 11, 2002, a number of nuts from exhibit No. 5 were sent for examination at a fiber and polymer 
laboratory, along with an imitation leather fabric piece from exhibit No. 2 and a piece of glue from exhibit No. 
7. These were placed in three plastic bags numbered 1-3, marked “I.P ZB 908/02 P 35/02” and packed inside 
one plastic bag that was heat sealed and marked in the same manner. 
 
On March 12, 2002, the exhibits were received back from the analytic laboratory in the packaging in which 
they were sent and packed in a heat sealed plastic bag marked “54772/02 Sarah Abramovich”. On May 29, 
2002, the results of the examination were received. 
 
On July 16, 2002, the results of the examination and the exhibits in plastic bag for transfer of exhibits no. E 
1405306 sealed and marked using label “ZB/28-00908/02…” were received from the fiber and polymer 
laboratory. 

Results of the examination 
 

1. An examination of the incident scene and the exhibits indicates that an improvised explosive device 
that was carried on the body of the attacker exploded at the entrance to the Moment Café. 

2. The structure of the explosive device: 
A. Primary charge – A charge/s of primary explosives contained inside a carrying device made 

of dark blue imitation leather material appear/s to have been used. 
B. Primary explosives – Upon examination of the effects at the incident scene and the exhibits, 

it would seem that the explosive device used high explosives. An examination of the exhibits 
in the analytic laboratory showed an indication at a low degree of certainty of presence of 
triacetone triperoxide (TATP) – (see attached analytic laboratory expert opinion), which is an 
improvised high explosive. 

C. Initiator – No remains of an initiator/s were found at the scene of the incident. 
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D. Activation system – Exhibits No. 3 and 4 are remains of an electrical activation system that 
was assembled from a power source and an electric switch. 
1) Power source – Remains of at least two 9V batteries, appearing to be of Duracell 

type, were found at the scene of the incident. The manner of damage to the batteries 
indicates that they were in immediate proximity to the explosive device at the time of 
the explosion, and therefore it appears that they were used as the power source in the 
explosive device. Between the pieces of fabric (exhibit No. 1) a negative terminal of 
a 9V battery was found, to which a contact of a standard battery connector was 
connected, indicating that at least one battery was connected using a standard 
connector. 

2) Switch – Exhibit No. 4 is the remains of an electric switch that was used in the 
explosive device, most probably for its immediate activation. 

Effects on the body of the terrorist and the type of activation system are characteristic of 
detonations of explosive devices that are detonated by suicide bombers. 

E. Electric wires – Single strand, single fibers with red, orange, blue and purple sheaths were 
used in the explosive device. 

F. Sticky tape – sticky tapes of the following types were used in the explosive device: 
1) Green-yellow insulating tape of 18 mm width. The remains of the tape were found on 

the remains of the carrying device and on the remains of the switch. 
2) 45 mm wide sticky tape. The remains of the tape were found on the remains of the 

carrying device. 
G. Fragmentation – Metal nuts of 5/16” weighing 2860 grams at least were used as 

fragmentation in the explosive device. 
 Note that an examination of the types of glues on the nuts and the carrying devices at the 

fibers and polymer laboratory did not find a match (see attached fibers and polymers 
laboratory examination report). However, the nut imprint marks that were found on the inside 
of the carrying device indicate that the fragmentation was inside it. 

H. Carrying device –The effects at the incident scene and the remains of the body of the 
attacker and the examination of the exhibits seem to show that the explosive device was 
carried in a device made of dark blue imitation leather fabric that was attached to the body of 
the attacker as an explosive belt, most probably in the abdominal region. The sticky tapes 
whose remains were found on the remains of the belt may have been used for attaching it to 
the body of the attacker. 

I. Camouflage – The explosive belt was carried on the person of the attacker under a blue 
windcheater. 

3. The force of the explosive device of the type set forth above is capable of causing death upon its 
activation. 

4. Photographs of the incident scene and the exhibits marked “I.P ZB 908/02” are attached. 
5.  The exhibits that were presented were place in a heat sealed plastic bag which was marked “I.P. ZB 

908/02”.  
 
Igor Peckerman, Chief Inspector 
National Headquarters Bomb Laboratory 
[Signature] 
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4 
General view of the incident scene and the Moment 

Café which is marked with an arrow. 

Close-up view of the front of the café. 
 

The site of the explosion at the entrance to the café 
is circled. 

 
The arrow shows a hole that was formed in the roof 

of the café as a result of the explosion. 

View of the scene of the incident from inside the 
café. 
 
The explosion site is circled. 
 
Note the damage to the café’s roof above the 
explosion site. 
 
I.P. ZB 908/02 
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View of the scene of the incident and the victims 
inside the entrance to the café – from the place 
where the attacker stood when he activated the 
explosive device. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The arrows indicate remains of the upper body and 
leg of the attacker. 
 
The circles indicate remains of the windbreaker 
that the terrorist wore over the improvised 
explosive device. 
 
I.P. ZB 908/02 
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Remains of the switch and the electrical wires used to 
activate the explosive belt. 

Remains of the batteries that were used as the power 
source in the explosive belt compared to a 9V 
Duracell battery. 
In the picture above: on the left: remains of contact of 
a negative terminal of one of the batteries, on the 
right: remains of a 9V battery connector. 

 
Remains of the switch that was used in the explosive belt compared to a similar switch. 

 
I.P. ZB 908/02 
Remains of the carrying device which contained the explosives and the fragmentation and was used as an 
explosive belt. The belt has the sticky tapes with which the belt appears to have been attached to the body of 
the attacker. 
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The nuts used as fragmentation in the explosive belt. 

The remains of the glue on the nuts and the imprint 
marks of the nuts on the glue inside of the explosive 
belt. 
 
I.P. ZB 908/02 
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