










 

 

Date: 22 Elul, 5765         Case number: 3809/03 

September 26, 2005 

Military Court - Judea 1 
 2 
Before the Presiding Judge: Major Yair Tirosh 3 
  Judge: Major Zev Afik  4 
   Judge: Captain Aryeh Durrani 5 
 6 
The Military Prosecution: 7 
(Represented by First Lieutenant Sivan Shani) 8 

vs. 9 
 10 
Defendant: Omar Saleh Muhammad Faiq Sharif, ID 60839677 / Prison Service 11 
(Represented by Attorney Ayub from the Bolus law firm)  12 

 13 
 14 

Reasons for the Sentence 15 
 16 
The Defendant Omar Saleh Muhammad Faiq Sharif, born in 1982 and a resident of Beit Hanina near 17 
Jerusalem, was convicted by us according to his confession on June 19, 2005 of the following crimes: 18 

1. Intentional causing the death of 17 people, resulting from a fatal suicide bomber attack on Jerusalem 19 
Egged Bus 14A, on June 11, 2003 (17 counts). 20 

2. Attempted murder of 105 people, who were injured during a fatal attack on Jerusalem Egged Bus 14A 21 
on June 11, 2003. 22 

 23 
From reviewing the material we learn that the Defendant began his involvement in the planning of the attack in 24 
the beginning of May 2003, when he contacted his cousin, who was an active Hamas member and wanted by 25 
the Israel Security Forces. Since that meeting the Defendant started to actively assist Hamas. Using money that 26 
he received from his cousin he bought a Fiat automobile which he used for his activity. The scope of the 27 
Defendant’s activity included gathering information on the bus routes in Jerusalem, purchasing clothing 28 
intended for the suicide bomber, and actively assisted in transporting the suicide bomber from Abu Dis in 29 
Northern Jerusalem to the planned attack site in Central Jerusalem. The suicide bomber that was chosen to 30 
execute the mission was Mu’ti Muhammad Shabana, who activated the explosive belt near the Clal building at 31 
97 Jaffa Street in Jerusalem and caused damage to Egged bus 14A. 32 
 33 
 34 
As a result of the suicide attack the following people were killed: 35 

1. Bianca Shichrur of blessed memory, age 62. 36 
2. Yaniv Obayed of blessed memory, age 22. 37 
3. Alexander Kazaris of blessed memory, age 73 38 
4. Elsa Cohen of blessed memory, age 70 39 
5. Alan Beer of blessed memory, age 47. 40 
6. Malka Sultan of blessed memory, age 67 41 
7. Anna Orgal of blessed memory, age 55. 42 
8. Hawki Abraha of blessed memory, age 56 43 
9. Bertin Tita of blessed memory, age 76 44 
10. Bat-El Ohana of blessed memory, age 22 45 
11. Eugenia Berman of blessed memory, age 50. 46 
12. Zippora Pesahovitch of blessed memory, age 54. 47 
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Date: 22 Elul, 5765       Case number: 3809/03 

September 26, 2005 

 

13. Zvika Cohen of blessed memory, age 40. 1 
14. Tamar Ben-Eliahu of blessed memory, age 20. 2 
15. Roi Eliraz of blessed memory, age 22. 3 
16. Miriam Levy of blessed memory, age 75. 4 
17. Yaffa Mualem of blessed memory, age 65. 5 

 6 
In addition, 105 innocent passers-by were injured in the fatal suicide attack, some of them critically - and will 7 
remain disabled for life. 8 
 9 
The Defendant was a full and active partner to the horrible deed whose outcome was horrendous. As a result of 10 
this terrible crime, 17 people were deprived of their lives and an additional 105 people were injured. “The 11 
sanctity of life” is a universal value, which has been fixed for thousands of years in law books- and the 12 
prohibition “do not murder” is engraved in the Ten Commandments. The Bible also commands us that 13 
“whoever sheds the blood of man – by man shall his blood be shed”. It is clear to every human being that no 14 
reason can justify taking the lives of innocent people or harming them. Therefore, even the explanation given 15 
by Defendant in his last words that the crimes he committed are an obligation to his people and his land, does 16 
not present justification for the terrible act that he committed. This only proves to us, as a hundred witnesses 17 
would, that the Defendant does not feel remorse even now for the terrible crime that he committed. 18 
 19 
The prosecutor requested that we act by the rules consolidated in case law long ago, and impose on the 20 
Defendant a cumulative punishment of 17 life imprisonments for each of the 17 victims that he killed, and a 21 
cumulative life imprisonment for injuring 105 additional victims. On the other hand, the learned defense 22 
attorney requested that it would suffice to impose a punishment of only one life imprisonment on the 23 
Defendant, because in any case, the Defendant will spend all his life behind bars. 24 
 25 
In truth, we deliberated the matter of the appropriate punishment to impose on the Defendant, and we believe 26 
that there is no suitable punishment that befits the severity of his acts. The punishment of many cumulative life 27 
imprisonments is indeed severe but this punishment is not effective because a man will not live enough years 28 
to serve a cumulative punishment of many cumulative life imprisonments. 29 
 30 
 31 
In the case at hand, we did not need to take into account mitigating and aggravating considerations in deciding 32 
the Defendant’s punishment, in that it is clear and accepted that for such a serious crime as the Defendant 33 
committed, the only consideration of punishment to take into account is prevention - we must ensure that the 34 
Defendant is permanently removed from society, and will spend the rest of his life behind bars. 35 
 36 
 37 
In light of the severity of the acts that the Defendant was convicted of, we finally decided to sentence him to 38 
the maximum punishment of 18 life imprisonments to be served consecutively from the day of his 39 
imprisonment. This is the most severe punishment that the law allows us to impose under the circumstances, 40 
and it only remains for us to hope that the Defendant will end his life behind bars. 41 
 42 
Right to appeal within 30 days from the time the reasoning was given. 43 
 44 
Handed down today, September 26, 2005, in chambers. The decision will be given to both sides by the 45 
Court clerk. 46 
[signature]  [signature]   [signature] 47 
 Judge   Presiding Judge   Judge 48 
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Date: 3 Tammuz, 5765       Case number: 3809/03 

July 10, 2005 

Military Court – Judea 1 
 2 

Before Honorable Presiding Judge: Major Yair Tirosh 3 
 Judge: Major Zev Afik 4 
 Judge: Captain Aryeh Durrani 5 
 6 
The Military Prosecution: 7 
(Represented by First Lieutenant Sivan Shani) 8 
 9 

vs. 10 
 11 
Defendant: Omar Saleh Muhammad Faiq Sharif, ID 60839677 / Prison Service - Present 12 
(Represented by Attorney Ayub from the Bolus law firm)  13 
________________________________________________________________________________ 14 
 15 
Presiding Judge opens the session and identifies the Defendant. 16 

 17 
Sentencing 18 

 19 
The Defendant was convicted by us of 17 counts of intentionally causing death, according to Section 51(a) 20 
order regarding Security Orders (Judea and Samaria) (number 378), 5730 -1970 and Section 2 and 14 of the 21 
Order Regarding the Rules of Criminal Liability (Judea and Samaria) (number 225) 5728 - 1968, in that he 22 
caused the deaths of 17 people traveling on bus 14A in Jerusalem. Likewise, the Defendant was convicted of 23 
the attempted murder of 105 people in the same incident. 24 
 25 
In light of the severity of the deeds for which the Defendant was convicted, we sentence him unanimously to 26 
18 life imprisonments to be served consecutively from the day of his imprisonment. 27 
 28 
 29 
The full reasons for the verdict will be given separately. 30 
 31 
Right to appeal within 30 days from the time the reasoning was given. 32 
 33 
Handed down and announced today, 7/10/05, in open court and in the presence of both parties. 34 
 35 
 36 
[signature]  [signature]   [signature] 37 
 Judge   Presiding Judge   Judge 38 
 39 
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Date: 10 Iyar, 5765       Case number: 3809/03 

May 19, 2005 

 

Verdict 1 
 2 

On the basis of his admission of guilt, we convict the Defendant of the crimes attributed to him in the amended 3 
indictment, which are: 4 

a. Causing death intentionally, according to Section 51(a) of the Security Orders (17 counts). 5 
b. Attempt to intentionally cause death, according to Section 51(a) of the Security Orders and Sections 6 

19 and 20 of the Order Regarding the Rules of Criminal Liability. 7 
 8 
Handed down and published today, May 19, 2005, publicly and in the presence of both parties. 9 
 10 
[signature]  [signature]   [signature] 11 
Judge   Presiding Judge   Judge 12 
 13 
Defense Attorney: I request to postpone the plea for punishment. Likewise, I request to set up a separate 14 
session for sentencing. There is no objection to changing the panel. 15 
 16 
Prosecutor: No objection. 17 
 18 

Decision 19 
 20 

Pleas for punishment will be heard on 06/19/05. 21 
 22 
The remaining scheduled sessions in the case are canceled. 23 
 24 
Handed down and published today, 05/19/2005, publicly and in the presence of both parties. 25 
 26 
[signature]  [signature]   [signature] 27 
 Judge   Presiding Judge   Judge 28 
 29 
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