












Date: 22nd Sivan 5763       Case Number: 42550/01 

June 22, 2003 

 1 
Verdict 2 

 3 
On the basis of her confession, we hereby convict the Defendant of the crimes attributed to her in the revised 4 
indictment. 5 
 6 
Handed down today, June 22, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties. 7 
 8 
 9 
[signature]  [signature]  [signature]  10 
Judge   Presiding Judge  Judge 11 
 12 
The parties: We seek an adjournment for a memorandum. 13 

 14 
Decision 15 

 16 
Case adjourned for memorandum for September 4, 2003. 17 
 18 
The Court clerk will summon the panel judges. 19 
 20 
Handed down and published today, June 23, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties. 21 
 22 
 23 
[signature]  [signature]  [signature]  24 
Judge   Presiding Judge  Judge 25 
 26 
 27 
[stamp:] Correct copy [signature]  

[stamp:] Military Appeals Court — Judea and Samaria 

[stamp:] District officer, Netanya. 9338 

[signature] [stamp:] 4584482. Major Elinor Barazani, District Officer, Netanya 
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Date: 22
nd

 of Sivan 5763     Case Number: 42550/01 

June 22, 2003 

 

Beit El 1 
Military Court 2 

Transcript 3 
 4 

 5 
Court hearing: June 22, 2003  Appearing before Presiding Judge: Netanel Beniso 6 
       Judge: Captain Menachem Lieberman 7 
       Judge: Captain Shlomo Katz 8 
 9 
Prosecutor: Lieutenant Vladi Borodovsky 10 
Defense Attorney: Attorney Iliya Theodori - Present 11 
 12 
Defendant: Ahlam Araf Amat Tamimi    ID (Jordanian Passport): G52933/Neve Tirza Prison – Present 13 
 14 
Court Reporter: Private Sivan Kedmi 15 
Interpreter: Corporal Karim Salameh 16 
 17 

 18 
The Presiding Judge opens the session and identifies the Defendant.  19 
 20 

Hearing Proceeding 21 
Prosecutor: We have reached a plea bargain, in which I ask that the indictment be revised; the Defendant will ask to 22 
withdraw her not guilty plea and will admit to the revised indictment and we will seek an adjournment for a 23 
memorandum. 24 
 25 
Defense Attorney: I confirm the prosecutor’s remarks and ask that my client be allowed to withdraw her not guilty 26 
plea. 27 

Decision 28 
 29 

We permit the prosecutor to revise the indictment and we allow the Defendant to withdraw her not guilty plea. 30 
 31 
Handed down and published today, June 22, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties. 32 
 33 
[signature]  [signature]  [signature]  34 
Judge   Presiding Judge  Judge 35 
 36 
 37 
Defense Attorney: I have explained the revised indictment to my client and she admits to its contents. 38 
Defendant: My defense attorney has explained the revised indictment to me and I admit to its contents. 39 
 40 
[stamp:] Correct copy [signature]  41 
[stamp:] Military Appeals Court — Judea and Samaria 42 
[stamp:] District officer, Netanya. 9338 43 
[signature] [stamp:] 4584482. Major Elinor Barazani, District Officer, Netanya 44 
 45 
 46 
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Date: 27
th

 Tishrei 5764       Case Number: 42550/01 

October 23, 2003 

 

The bottom line is that murder is murder and no excuses whatsoever can change the basic principle of the sanctity of 1 
the life of another who has not “risen up to kill you.” 2 
 3 
What has been done cannot be undone, and there is no doubt that we do not have the appropriate tools that enable us 4 
to mete out an “eye for an eye” punishment to the Defendant, for the evil which she did to those seven children and 5 
eight adults, whose lives were cut short, and to the more than 122 injured, and to the families and to the people of 6 
Israel. 7 
 8 
However, so that every evildoer may know that his acts will not go unpunished, we must distance the Defendant 9 
from human society forever. This is something that we will say time after time – in actuality we will say it, fifteen 10 
times, to match the fifteen victims.  11 
 12 
In saying this, we agree with the prosecutor’s exhaustive arguments, which served to demonstrate the scope of the 13 
horror and we deny the defense attorney’s request to limit the punishment to a single life sentence. 14 
 15 
 16 
The Defendant will thus be prevented from enjoying the pleasantries of life until she dies behind lock and key. 17 
 18 
We hereby unanimously sentence the Defendant to fifteen life sentences and we add to this an additional life 19 
sentence, for the other acts that she has committed. 20 
 21 
All sentences will run consecutively. 22 
 23 
Before signing this sentence, we see fit, in the spirit of the Military Prosecution’s motion, to recommend that the 24 
Defendant not be entitled to a pardon from the military commander or to early release through any other method. 25 
 26 
 27 
Right to an appeal within 30 days. 28 
 29 
Handed down and published today, October 23, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties. 30 
 31 
[signature]  [signature]  [signature]  32 
Judge   Presiding Judge  Judge 33 
 34 
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[stamp:] Correct copy [signature]  

[stamp:] Military Appeals Court — Judea and Samaria 

[stamp:] District officer, Netanya. 9338 

[signature] [stamp:] 4584482. Major Elinor Barazani, District Officer, Netanya 

  



Date: 27
th

 Tishrei 5764       Case Number: 42550/01 

October 23, 2003 

 

The Defendant is a 23-year-old Jordanian citizen who resides in the region together with part of her family. She 1 
established contact with another student, Muhammad Daghlas, after she started studying communications at Birzeit 2 
University. After a while, Daghlas informed her that he was an operative of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the 3 
military arm of Hamas, and he proposed to her that she join the organization with the aim of carrying out terrorist 4 
attacks against Israeli targets. The Defendant agreed to this proposal.  Her recruitment was no small matter, as the 5 
Defendant was the first woman to be accepted into the military organization, and it required the approval of the 6 
Hamas command in Gaza. From the time of her recruitment up until her arrest, the two worked together in order to 7 
carry out serious terrorist attacks, with the attack on the Sbarro restaurant being their horrific “crowning 8 
achievement.” 9 
 10 
The Defendant did not commit a one-time act of evil; she rose from one level of cruelty to the next, increasing the 11 
sophistication of her intentions and the level of her efforts each time. 12 
 13 
Thus at first, on July 27, 2001, the Defendant placed an explosive device that had been disguised in a can of beer in 14 
a supermarket on King George Street in Jerusalem. Fortunately, this attack caused only property damage. Later, the 15 
Defendant also conspired to place an explosive device in a cosmetics store and to place another device that was to be 16 
hidden in a juice box. Finally, the Defendant took part in the terrible attack on the “Sbarro” restaurant, which we 17 
noted at the beginning of our remarks. 18 
 19 
Furthermore, it should be noted that the Defendant was not just a pawn in the hands of Muhammad Daghlas.  To the 20 
contrary, she made a considerable contribution, in terms of daring and sophistication, to the realization of her and 21 
her partner’s murderous ideas. Thus, for example, she was the one who carried out scouting trips within Jerusalem 22 
while pretending to be a Jewish woman, in order to find a busy location in which the attack could be carried out. She 23 
was also the individual who hid the explosive device in a guitar case, and of course it was the Defendant who 24 
transported the terrorist to Jerusalem and instructed him in his last moments. 25 
 26 
The Defendant’s desire to succeed in carrying out her evil mission was so strong that after the partial failure of the 27 
attack in the supermarket, she informed Muhammad that she was not prepared to continue the work if the devices 28 
were not checked in advance, and if the results of the attacks continued to be the same as the results of the first one – 29 
meaning that she would stop if the attacks did not cause any deaths. We also note, as additional proof of her descent 30 
to the lowest level of humanity, the Defendant’s joy when she heard of the severe outcomes of her actions.  31 
 32 
We received the impression, both from her actions as they were described in the indictment and from the 33 
Defendant’s appearance before us, that this is a woman who acted with full knowledge, and with a strong desire to 34 
shed the blood of Israelis wherever they are. The Defendant did not hide this desire, and in her final comments, she 35 
not only did not express regret but also claimed that she was filled with joy by her actions, which she claimed were 36 
prompted by the suffering that had been caused to her people. 37 
 38 
We will first say that the Defendant’s actions are terrifying, and that they show that the lives of others have no value 39 
to her. The Defendant fails in her attempts to justify her actions, and it is sufficient for us to note that there can be no 40 
justification for an intentional attack on innocent civilians. 41 
 42 
Who can understand and explain this despicable desire, and its motivations?. This is especially true when the person 43 
involved is a Jordanian citizen who only recently arrived in the region. 44 
 45 
Others may have answers, and we can only assume that the Defendant was infected with this violent germ which has 46 
led to the tables being turned within society in this region, such that the desire for murder and for the spilling of 47 
blood has been transformed from something which is deviant and unacceptable, into something that is appropriate 48 
and praiseworthy. 49 
 

[stamp:] Correct copy [signature]  

[stamp:] Military Appeals Court — Judea and Samaria 

[stamp:] District officer, Netanya. 9338 

[signature] [stamp:] 4584482. Major Elinor Barazani, District Officer, Netanya 
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Date: 27
th

 Tishrei 5764       Case Number: 42550/01 

October 23, 2003 

Military Court 1 
Judea 2 

 3 
Court hearing: June 22, 2003  Appearing before Presiding Judge: Lieutenant Colonel Netanel Beniso 4 
         Judge: Captain Menachem Lieberman 5 
         Judge: Captain Shlomo Katz 6 
 7 
Prosecutor: First Lieutenant Yehoshua Gortler 8 
Defense Attorney: Attorney Iliya Theodori 9 
 10 
Defendant: Ahlam Araf Amat Tamimi ID: 52933/ Prison Service 11 

 12 
Sentence 13 

 14 
Frieda Mendelsohn, died at age 62. 15 
Lily Shimashvili-Messengisser, died at age 39. 16 
Tamara Shimashvili-Messengisser, died at age 8. 17 
Tehila Maoz, died at age 20. 18 
Michal Raziel, died at age 15. 19 
Malka Roth, died at age 15. 20 
Yocheved Shushan, died at age 10. 21 
Mordechai Schijveschuurder, died at age 44. 22 
Tzira Schijveschuurder, died at age 41. 23 
Ra’aya Schijveschuurder, died at age 14. 24 
Avraham Yitzhak Schijveschuurder, died at age 4. 25 
Hemda Schijveschuurder, died at age 2. 26 
Judith Lillian Greenbaum, died at age 31. 27 
Giora Balash, died at age 69. 28 
Tzvi Golombek, died at age 26. 29 
 30 
The heart breaks and the soul is ripped apart when one reads this long list of names of innocent men, women and 31 
children whose lives were cut short in one moment by an evil terrorist while they were eating at the Sbarro 32 
restaurant in Jerusalem on August 9, 2001.  33 
 34 
In face of the terrible loss and suffering, we wish to bow our heads and stand in silence - as words lack the power to 35 
bring back their lives, to ease the pain or even to express the full horror. 36 
 37 
But we are judges, and our job is to do justice, and we are therefore required to do justice with those who initiated, 38 
planned and carried out this horrible attack, whatever their part was in the enterprise. 39 
 40 
The Defendant standing before us today played a key role in this crime. Her active assistance to the terrorist who 41 
killed himself, and her advice and encouragement led directly to the execution of the attack.   42 
 43 
However, before we deal with this aspect of the Defendant’s actions, we find that we should comment slightly on 44 
the chain of events that led her to take upon herself the commission of this evil act. 45 
  46 
[stamp:] Correct copy [signature]  47 
[stamp:] Military Appeals Court — Judea and Samaria 48 
[stamp:] District officer, Netanya. 9338 49 
[signature] [stamp:] 4584482. Major Elinor Barazani, District Officer, Netanya 50 
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