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Date: 5 Av, 5763 Case Number: 3931/02
August 3, 2003
Military Court - Judea
Transcript of Panel Session Hearing

Appearing before Presiding Judge: Lieutenant Colonel Nathaniel Benisho
Judge: Major Shlomo Katz
Judge: Major Menachem Lieberman

Prosecutor: Captain Olga Kovashnik — Present
Defense Attorney — Attorney Samra — Present

The Defendant: Walid Abd al-Aziz Abd al-Hadi Anjas 1D: 906448105/ Prison Service - Present

Interpreter: First Sergeant Muhammad Nasr al-Din
Court Reporter: Private Sivan Kedmi

The Presiding Judge opens the session and identifies the Defendant.

Proceeding of the Hearing
Defense attorney: | have explained the indictment to my client and he understood it and confessed to it. | ask
for a deferral until December of the hearing concerning arguments supporting sentencing.
Defendant: | agree with my defense attorney’s remarks.

Verdict

On the basis of his confession of guilt, we convict the Defendant of the crimes attributed to him in the
indictment.

Handed down and published today, August 3, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties.

[signature] [signature] [signature]
Judge Presiding Judge Judge

Decision
The case is deferred until November 10, 2003, for arguments supporting punishment.
Handed down and published today, August 3, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties.

[signature] [signature] [signature]
Judge Presiding Judge Judge
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Date: 5 Kislev, 5764 Case Number: 3925/02
November 30, 2003 3931/02
Military Court
Judea
Transcript

Court hearing date: 11/30/2003  Appearing before the Deputy Chief: Lieutenant Colonel Nathaniel Benisho

Judge: Captain Avraham Einhorn

Judge: Captain Eli Tussia-Cohen

Prosecutor: Legal Officer Rostislav Pask
Defense Attorney: Attorney Akram Samra

Defendant: Muhammad Hasan Ahmad Arman ID: 901056259/ Prison Service - Present
Defendant: Walid Abd al-Aziz Abd al-Hadi Anjas ID: 906448105/ Prison Service — Present

Court Reporter: Corporal Sivan Kedmi
Interpreter: Sergeant Na’man Madi

Sentence

We will start by noting that because the two Defendants in the above-mentioned cases worked as a single team,
we have seen fit to combine their sentencing.

Two indictments, among the most serious that these Court has seen, were filed against the Defendants. In these
indictments, the military prosecution has set out the terrible acts with which the Defendants were involved —
acts that led to the deaths of 35 people and injured hundreds more.

The Defendant in Case 3925/02, Muhammad Hasan Ahmad Arman, was recruited at the end of 2001 into the
Izzz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, by Ibrahim Hamed. This Ibrahim charged the
Defendant with recruiting others into the organization, and at the same time appointed him to serve as the
contact person between him and the Hamas operatives who acted within the territory of the State of Israel,
inasmuch as they carried Israeli identity cards, members of a cell that was nicknamed the “Silwan” cell.

In the framework of his job, the Defendant served as lbrahim Hamed’s right-hand man. The Defendant
purchased weapons, chemical materials and cellular phones for him — items which were intended for the
operation of improvised explosive devices, and for the coordination of the joint activity of the terror network
that operated under his guidance. The Defendant also underwent military training in which he was trained in
the preparation of improvised explosive devices.

At the same time, the Defendant recruited three additional persons to join his organization, one of whom was
the Defendant in Case 3931/02, Walid Abd al-Aziz Abd al-Hadi Anjas. This Defendant, who had joined the
Islamic Student Organization already in 1995, was trained by Muhammad Arman and became his assistant and
partner in the execution of bomb attacks, some of which were particularly lethal. The system followed in these
attacks, ten in number, was exactly the same in each case. After receiving an instruction from Ibrahim Hamed
to carry out an attack within the Green Line, Muhammad Arman turned to Wa’el Kassem, the head of the
Israeli cell, and he would use the members of his cell to locate an appropriate location for carrying out the
attack. Wa’el updated Arman
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Date: 5 Kislev, 5764 Case Number: 3925/02
November 30, 2003 3931/02

who then brought the required information to his commander. The two Defendants would then manufacture the
improvised explosive devices or receive them from Ibrahim Hamed, bring them to Wa’el Kasem and give them
to him, while preparing the devices for operation and training Wa’el regarding the manner how to use them. In
the two instances in which attacks were carried out by using suicide bombers, the two Defendants also brought
the suicide bomber, who had already been equipped with an explosive belt, to a meeting place at which he was
handed over to We’al Kassem’s responsibility.

The Defendants took part, in this manner, in the bomb attack that took place in the “Moment” Café in
Jerusalem on March 9, 2002. The Defendant Arman was asked by his superior, Ibrahim Hamed, to prepare an
attack within the State of Israel, with the intention of causing the deaths of as many people as possible. Ibrahim
Hamed told Arman that there was a person who was ready to carry out a suicide attack and asked him to ask
Wa’el Kassem to locate an appropriate site for carrying out the attack. Arman delivered Hamed’s instructions
to Kassem and several days later, Kassem returned to him and informed him that the “Moment” Café had been
found to be an appropriate location for the execution of the attack. Defendant Arman, together with Walid
Anjas, checked the access routes from Ramallah to Beit Hanina, and once they had ascertained that there were
no security forces along the route, the two brought the suicide bomber, wearing the explosive belt on his body,
to the Beit Hanina area, where they met Wa’el Kassem. Wa’el Kassem brought the suicide bomber to the
“Moment” Café. Close to 10:30 p.m., the bomber entered and set off the explosive belt that he wore.

As a result the following were murdered:

Avraham Rahamim of blessed memory
Nir Borochov of blessed memory
Limor Ben Shoham of blessed memory
Dan Imuni of blessed memory

Danit Dagan of blessed memory

Uri Felix of blessed memory

Baruch Lerner of blessed memory
Tali Eiahu of blessed memory

Livnat Dvash of blessed memory

Orit Ozorov of blessed memory
Nathaniel Kochavi of blessed memory

An additional 65 persons were also injured in this attack.

The Defendants took part, in this manner, in a similar attack that took place in the “Sheffield Club” in Rishon
LeZion on May 7, 2002. There as well, Ibrahim Hamed notified the Defendant Arman that he had a person
who was ready to serve as a human bomb. On the said date, the Defendant Anjas brought this terrorist to the
Safa area where they met with the Defendant Arman, who gave the suicide bomber an explosive belt and an
additional improvised explosive device which was placed in a case. Arman brought the suicide bomber in his
vehicle, to Beit Ichsa, where he was handed over to the responsibility of Wa’el Kasem who brought him to the
said club.

Close to 10:50 p.m., the suicide bomber entered the club and exploded the improvised explosive devices that
he had, and thus caused the deaths of:

Rahamim Kimche of blessed memory
Rafael Haim of blessed memory
Anat Tremporush of blessed memory
Avraham Beiz of blessed memory
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Etti Bablar of blessed memory
Yitzhak Bablar of blessed memory
Israel Shikar of blessed memory
Shoshana Magmari of blessed memory
Sharuk Rassan of blessed memory
Nowa Hinawi of blessed memory

Nir Lobatin of blessed memory
Regina Malka Boslan of blessed memory
Dahliah Massah of blessed memory
Pnina Hikri of blessed memory

Edna Cohen of blessed memory

And 59 additional people were injured.

In this manner, the Defendants carried out the bomb attack in the Frank Sinatra Cafeteria on the Hebrew
University campus on July 31, 2002. In this attack, defendant Arman was not satisfied with bringing the bomb;
instead, he made it himself, and afterwards traveled with the defendant Anjas and delivered it to Wa’el Kassem
while explaining to him how it was to be operated. The first time, on July 28, 2002, the device was placed in
the cafeteria by members of the “Silwan Cell”, but it did not explode as a result of a mishap. It was therefore
returned to the Defendants, repaired by Arman and delivered by the two of them to Wa’el Kassem, for a
second time. Members of the Silwan Cell placed the device in the cafeteria and exploded it close to 1:30 p.m.,
because the information they had gathered indicated that there should be a large crowd of people at the site at
that hour.

In this attack, the following lives were cut off:

Dana Spruch of blessed memory

Marla Ann Bennett of blessed memory

Dina Carter of blessed memory

Benjamin Thomas Blutstein of blessed memory
Revital Barashi of blessed memory

David (Diego) Ladovski of blessed memory
Levina Shapira of blessed memory

Janice Ruth Coulter of blessed memory

David Gritz of blessed memory

Additionally, 81 other people were injured.

Defendant Arman was also behind the execution of the bomb attacks in the gas container that exploded at the
“Pi Glilot” site on May 23, 2002; the placement of the improvised explosive devices on the train tracks close to
Lod on June 30, 2002, and close to Kfar Gabirol on July 21, 2002, attacks in which five citizens were injured;
and an additional attack at a fuel tank in the Pisgat Zeev neighborhood on August 7, 2002. Walid Anjas helped
the Defendant in various ways in the preparation of these attacks. It should be noted that the arrests of Arman
and Kassem also prevented the execution of attacks in a restaurant at the Ram Junction, and in the Tsavta Club
in Tel Aviv — attacks for which Muhammad Arman had already prepared improvised explosive devices that
had been delivered to Wa’el, and all this was done with Anjas’ assistance. We note, finally, that the defendant
Muhammad Arman was also behind a series of conspiracies to carry out additional bomb attacks and shooting
attacks.
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In his summation, the prosecutor requests that we impose 36 consecutive life sentences on the Defendants,
noting the need to emphasize the sanctity of life against the Defendants’ despicable acts — Defendants who
acted with determination and persistence, even at the cost of sacrificing members of their own people, for the
purpose of murdering innocent people. The prosecutor noted that the other members of the cell operated by
defendant Arman had been sentenced in the Jerusalem District Court to consecutive life sentences for each one
of the people that they had killed, and to lengthy prison sentences for their other acts. The prosecutor further
noted that Muhammad Arman had already stood before this Court in 1999 and that he argued, in two-faced
fashion, that he had returned to good behavior and that he wished to return to a normative life.

The defense attorney said little, and argued that the Defendants’ part was not central and that it amounted only
to providing assistance. The defense attorney therefore asked that the Court impose lengthy prison sentences or
alternatively, a single life sentence.

In the framework of the arguments relating to the sentencing, we were also forced to listen to Arman’s final
remarks, in which his partner Anjas joined. The two sought to connect their acts to the IDF’s actions in the
[West bank] region. We immediately note that this attempt is not successful. It is enough to again clarify that
the laws of war place a blanket prohibition on intentional attacks on citizens, whatever the circumstances.
Indeed, we have been witness in recent years to an increase in acts of terror with an objective similar to those
of the Defendants standing before us today, and that increase revolves entirely around attacks on innocent
civilians. However, this does not suffice to justify improper acts such as these, or to change basic human
morality to which we cleave.

Moreover, we could determine through the Defendant’s despicable talk the degree that they were dangerous to
society and their blatant disregard for human life, even for the lives of their own people. The Defendants’
comments — extolling the sacrifice made by the Palestinian people for “liberation” — was most cynical, when in
actuality they themselves had not risked anything, while they sent “human bombs” from among their own
people, without any mercy for them, and certainly not for the innocent victims.

The Defendants’ acts are not acts of heroism, as some of the [West Bank] region’s citizens might mistakenly
think — they are instead the despicable acts of cowards who wish to attack those who are the most exposed,
time after time, without, as stated, placing themselves in any danger at all.

Even beyond the inflammatory remarks made by the Defendants, and their expressions and their smiles when
the prosecutor mentioned their evil deeds and the memory of their victims — these leave no doubt regarding
their lack of any type of conscience. It is obvious that the lives of others are valueless for them.

There are many criminals like the Defendants, who, although they have not dipped their own hands in blood —
their responsibility is not less than and even exceeds those whom they sent to carry out the attack.

The defense attorney’s attempt to minimize the severity of the Defendants’ acts will also not be successful.
The Defendants contributed, happily and willingly and with frightening persistence and determination, to the
occurrence of the attacks. They did this both by providing direction and by gathering both human weapons and
weapons made of physical property. It can be said, truthfully, that Muhammad Arman was the living spirit
behind the attacks, and it was he who, with the assistance of Walid Anjas, translated the destructive desires of
his commander lbrahim Hamed into action. The Defendants’ acts are terrifying in themselves, but we should
recall how much more serious the results of their actions would have been if the other attacks that they had
conceptualized and attempted to carry out had also been totally successful. This is especially so with regard to
the attack that they intended to have carried out at the “Pi Glilot” site, which was only a small step away from
a tragedy of a size that | hope will never be seen.
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The Defendants carried out murders, killings and an attack against citizens, after engaging in careful planning
with chilling detachment, and with the intent to kill as many Jews as possible. For this purpose, the instruction
given to the members of the Israeli cell was clear and amounted to there being a need to find locations that
were bustling with people, without any consideration being given to the identities of the victims. He whose
entire desire is to destroy the lives of men, women and children, mercilessly, is not fit to be in the company of
people and we also believe that his thirst for bloodshed has brought him down to such a low level that it is
somewhat doubtful that he is worthy of being called a human being.

The defendant Arman served as the right-hand man of the person who was responsible for him within the
Hamas organization, and he, with the assistance of Anjas, supervised a well-oiled killing machine which he
took care to feed at all times; being willing to accept any measure, and having no concern for any person — all
with a single purpose — to destroy, kill and eradicate Israelis and Jews, because of who they are.

The reading of the long list of victims is heart-rending — the list is full of not only those from all walks of life
within Israeli society but also of Jews from abroad; their lives were cut off by evil terrorists in one moment.
We would like, in light of the unbearable loss and suffering, to bow our heads in silence, because what has
been done cannot be undone and we cannot remain indifferent at the thought of the blood of our brothers
crying to us from the ground. Our power as an earthly court is limited in what we can do. We cannot turn back
the wheel of time and we cannot treat the Defendants on the basis of an eye for an eye. All that we can do, in
light of the Defendants’ horrific acts, is to order that they be distanced from society permanently. The
imposition of this sentence, which is characterized by permanence and finality, resembles only in a small way
the suffering and cruel fate that was delivered to the innocent murdered victims and to their families, forced on
them by reality, even though it will not heal [their suffering].

We agree with the Military Prosecution that an emphasis of the sanctity of the lives of each of the murdered
victims requires that a separate life sentence be imposed for each of these horrible acts of murder. This
approach is the standard both in the [West Bank] region and in lIsrael. The Honorable Judge Cheshin’s
comments are appropriate here, as well:

“A person — any person — is a world of his own. A person — any person — is one, single and unique. And
there is no person who is like another person. The one who existed will no longer be, and the one who
has gone will not return. And Maimonides has already taught us of the uniqueness of man (Book of
Judges, Laws of the Sanhedrin 12, Verse 3):

Man was created alone in the world. This teaches us that a person who eliminates one soul from the
world is considered as if he eliminated an entire world. Conversely, a person who saves one soul is
considered as if he saved an entire world. All the inhabitants of the world are created in the image of the
first man, and yet no one person’s face resembles the face of his colleague. Therefore each person can
say: ‘The world was created for me.’

Such is man, and such is his uniqueness. Who can say the same of a book or of a safe? They tell us that
the uniqueness of man is due to the fact that God created him in His image: “In His image God created
him...” (Genesis 1, Verse 27). | myself say that the uniqueness of man — of any man — is due to the fact
that he was created in the image of man. This is the starting point of scripture, and this is also its end.

It is this way with respect to the crime of murder. It is also this way, with regard to the sentence to be
imposed on one who has murdered. Indeed, a life sentence for the crime of murder means imprisonment
until death. From a conceptual perspective — and this is natural — there are no consecutive life sentences.
However, it appears that we cannot
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Date: 5 Kislev, 5764 Case Number: 3925/02
November 30, 2003 3931/02

express the depth of the horror of the act of one who has committed numerous murders, other than by
imposing consecutive sentences on him.

“He who sheds a man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed” (Genesis 9, Verse 6).

At this time and in this place, we no longer shed a man’s blood as an act of the State. It is also not
possible to execute a person two times. But consecutive life sentences can still be imposed on one who has
willfully cut off a life.

A life sentence is imposed for each person [who was killed] and each soul. (Criminal Appeal 1742/91 -
Ami Popper v. State of Israel, 1srSC 51(5), 289, on pp. 304-305).

We also find no flaw in the prosecution’s request that we impose an additional life sentence for the additional
crimes for which the defendant has been convicted.

We find that it is especially serious that this is not the first time that Muhammad Arman is facing this Court,
and that even though he has already been incarcerated twice, this was not sufficient to deter him and he has
quickly and more energetically reverted to his evil ways.

Finally, even though we cannot free ourselves from a sense of powerlessness in light of the absolute horror that
the defendants have caused, we must still perform our task, and we decide, unanimously, to impose 36
consecutive life sentences on each of the Defendants.

Right to an appeal within 30 days.

Handed down and published today, November 30, 2003, in open court and in the presence of the parties.

[signature] [signature] [signature]
Judge Presiding Judge Judge
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