
 

 

The martyr of al-Qassam, Rafiq Qanibi 

He swore to Allah, and He accepted it and strengthened him till the moment of his 
death 

Al-Qassam – exclusive: 
Whenever his mind would refrain from performing the Morning Prayer, the martyr 
Rafiq Muhammad Ziyad Qanibi would punish himself by tying his hands to the bed, 
and then putting the alarm clock above his head and setting it to the morning azan 
[the call to the Morning Prayer]. When the alarm clock would ring, Rafiq would rise 
and untie his hands and by then the sleep would have already been gone from his 
eyes. Then he would go to the Morning Prayer, pleased with himself. 

We heard in the tradition that he who cannot make an effort [and wake up for] the 
Morning Prayer, will not be able to lift a weapon or shoot a single bullet in an 
Occupier's face. 

This helped us understand the outstanding courage of the martyr Qanibi, who 
managed to enter the Tel Rumeida settlement in the center of Hebron, which is one of 
the most fortified and alert settlements. 

A Family Man 

The martyr Rafiq Qanibi was born in Hebron on 4/22/1980, in the neighborhood Al-
Hawz al-Thani in the southwestern part of the city. He was not too fond of school 
during his secondary studies, and when he graduated he went to work in painting. 
Due to his family's concern about him, they tried to convince him to get married, and 
read the Al-Fatiha [the first chapter of the Quran] for one of his female relatives, but 
the martyr constantly said that he yearns only for Paradise and wants only the dark-
eyed [Islamic term for the virgins in Paradise]. 
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The martyr was responsible for his household, especially since his father was working 
at night and sleeping during the day, so his sons saw him for a short time only [every 
day]. This made the martyr assume full responsibility for the family. He spent all his 
time working and taking care of the upbringing of his brothers. His mother, Umm 
Rafiq, says that he was her first-born, and that he would always tell her: "Mother, you 
have to obligate my brothers and sisters to pray at the mosques, for they educate them 
in morals, decorum and religion. By Allah, if it was not for the mosques and the 
youth of the mosques, we would not have this kind of morals". 

His morals 

When Umm Rafiq speaks about his childhood, she says that he was quiet since 
infancy, and that he was committed to praying at the mosques. Whenever he gave 
someone a gift, he was bent on it being related to religion and adherence to religion, 
such as traditional clothes, Islamic films and chanted Quran tapes. He used to fast 
every Monday and Thursday of every week, and he was constantly reading the Quran 
and using personal prayers, and on Friday nights he would read Surat al-Kahf [lit. 'the 
cave', Sura no. 19] 

When his sister asked him for a Quran tape, he brought her the full and chanted 
Quran. 

His will 

The martyr left a will he wrote to his family, brothers, friends and relatives, in which 
he said that he apologizes to his parents that he could not comply with their wish and 
withdraw from the way of Jihad and martyrdom. He swore three times by the name of 
Allah the Mighty that he cannot and will never surrender himself to his enemies, since 
he decided that he will live the rest of his life in glory and dignity. He added that he 
will quench his thirst for Jews with his body and blood, and he swore that Jews will 
not harm a single hair on his head so long as he lives. 

His sister Rabab says that the martyr was longing for Paradise and for meeting the 
martyrs Izz al-Din Misk, Basel al-Qawasmeh, Ahmad Othman, Raed Misk and many 
others. She added that he hung their pictures in his room and used to enter that room 
for many long hours, lock the door behind him and stare at the pictures. She also said 
that he was greatly affected by the martyrdom of Basel al-Qawasmeh and did not get 
out of bed for several days. His body became emaciated, and yet he refused to eat 
anything and locked the door to his room. 

He was also frequently affected by the events of the Intifada, the assassinations and 
the deaths of martyrs and children. 

The pursuit 

The martyr's mother says that he participated courageously in the Intifada and was 
arrested by the Zionists four times. On the first time he was detained for 6 days for 
investigations; on the second time he was detained for 40 days; on the third time he 
was detained for 3 months; and on the fourth time he was detained for 6 months, and 
was released during last Ramadan. 
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Every time he was accused of sheltering runaways and of throwing rocks and empty 
bottles at the tanks of the Occupation. 

His mother added that the martyr was not pursued, even though the Zionist forces 
came to the house several times and searched and destroyed the house's furniture. 
Every time they could not find Rafiq in the house, they left him a military message to 
go to the intelligence officer, but Rafiq refused every time to surrender himself to the 
Occupation, whatever the price was. 

A week before he was killed, the martyr was sitting in his grandfather's apartment, 
listening to a lecture by Amru Khaled. At a certain point he went to his own 
apartment and all of a sudden he saw a large group of Occupation soldiers assuming 
positions around the house in the area of Al-Hawz al-Thani. Immediately Rafiq 
escaped through the back-door and vanished from sight, and when the soldiers 
entered the house and could not find him, they began smashing the furniture and 
breaking everything in the house, and told his mother that he must surrender himself. 

His sister Rabab added that she followed the martyr and found him asleep in one of 
the houses, his face beaming, and she said to one of her relatives: "This is the sleep of 
a martyr". After Rafiq had awakened, she embraced him warmly, "but he told me: if 
anything happens to me, I do not owe anything to anyone except for certain sums of 
money to a few people I worked with", and he named the people and the requested 
sums. 

After the soldiers left the house, Rafiq returned there in order to make sure his family 
was alright, and then his mother and father implored him to surrender himself.  Umm 
Rafiq adds that she told him: "Think about the family – how it will change without 
you, how the house will be demolished.”. In order to dissuade him from his intention, 
I told him: “I will never be pleased with you if you will do something that does not 
please me". At this point, Umm Rafiq starts to cry and says: "I wish I had not said 
those things to him", because during the few days he was pursued, they hurt him, and 
he indicated his pain in his will. Nevertheless, Rafiq was quick about his business, 
and did not want to be arrested by the Jews, so that he could keep the secret of his 
martyr brothers, and to keep his prayer and dignity during the last few days he had 
left". She says that the last thing he said to her was: "You have Allah, mother, and 
you should pray the Consult Prayer and pray to Allah for me". 

Rabab adds: "Rafiq aspired only for martyrdom, and he told us about it several times, 
but we did not expect that he would enter Tel Rumeida and do what he did". She 
mentions that a few days before he died she had dreams, in which she saw Rafiq with 
one of his friends shooting at Occupation soldiers from an uninhabited building, and 
the martyr was firing his gun and running towards the soldiers with a smile on his 
face. Then she knew that he will die as a martyr. Umm Rafiq said that she prayed the 
Consult Prayer, but she saw in her sleep that her father brought her several packs of 
meat, and she put them in the refrigerator wrapped in plastic bags, and then she 
realized that Rafiq will die as a martyr. 
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The story of the martyrdom 

On 10/22/2003, after the Wednesday Midday Prayer, the martyr concealed his machine-gun 
under the jacket he was wearing and walked around near the Jews' territory on top of Tel 
Rumeida. According to eyewitnesses, the martyr asked a university student on the street if 
there are Zionist soldiers at the end of the street, and the student answered him: "Yes, there 
are soldiers spread throughout the street", but she advised him to take off his Jacket so that 
the Jews will not detain him and search him. He asked her to get away from that place, and 
then he came across several school students returning to their homes in the same street. 
They told him that there are plenty of soldiers, and he told them that they ought to leave the 
place. 

Quickly the martyr took off his jacket and put a green headband on his forehead, according 
to the residents of the occupied Palestinian houses there. The people thought that one of the 
settlers was imitating those seeking martyrdom, because the settlers imitate the Palestinians 
mockingly many times in the aforementioned neighborhood. Only a few minutes have 
passed and the bullets started pouring down over the heads of the soldiers who were near 
the settlement, and he hit those that were on the ground. Then he began shooting towards a 
group of soldiers concentrated at the top. The martyr was shot and hit in his leg, but he got 
down to his knees and continued shooting until he was killed. 

Umm Rafiq says that when she heard that a suicide attacker entered the Tel Rumeida 
neighborhood, she felt inside that the suicide attacker was Rafiq. She was in a clinic then, 
getting treatment for her little child, and she began to cry bitterly and felt a sharp pain in her 
stomach. She quickly returned home, and she says: "I took the children's toys, their clothes 
and several necessary objects and started getting them out of the house". Then came Abu 
Rafiq and said that the martyr is from the Al-Aqsa Brigades and that no one told him that it 
was Rafiq, but she says: "I did not feel reassured". After a few hours the Occupation 
soldiers came to the house and began breaking things. They arrested Abu Rafiq and his 
brother-in-law and took them to an unknown place. In the middle of the night they came to 
the house that belongs to the martyr's grandfather, got everybody out of the house and blew 
it up. 

The martyr's mother says that it was her brother who informed her of Rafiq's martyrdom, 
and that she began shouting: "Allah is the Greatest and to Allah is the praise". She did not 
cry, however, but went to pray and prostrate in gratitude to Allah the Exalted. 

The martyr's mother asks: "Will we receive a reward for our perseverance for our sons? By 
Allah, I feel that Allah has honored me with the martyrdom of Rafiq so that I will be like 
the martyrs' mothers in perseverance and contribution. 

In honor of his heroism, the Islamic and national movement arranged a great celebration for 
him, which was the center of everyone's attention. 
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